@ motorsport UK

DECISION OF THE CLERKS HEARING

Organising Club Mull Car Club Date 11-13 Oct 2024
Type Of Event Stage Rally >45 Miles Status Interclub
Venue (Inc. Circuit Layout) 1sle of Mull Permit No 134202

Reason for hearing: Protest |:| Right of Review D

Please fill out the below details as applicable:

Name: James Ford
Competition / Entrant Licence No: 214295
Issuing ASN (If not Motorsport UK): Motorsport UK
Competition Number in Event: 5

Race / Class: Class 1

The Clerk heard evidence from the following persons:

Co-Driver, Car 5 - Neil Shanks

Driver, Interim 2 - Robin Jeffrey

Navigator, Interim 2 - Peter Weall

Stage Commander, SS2 Loch Tuath - Colin Christie (JOF w.r.t. R.25.8.2.)
Stage Safety Officer, SS2 Loch Tuath - Keith Cowan (JOF w.r.t. R.25.8.2.)

The Clerks decision is:

Following investigation under R.25.8.2. "Refusing to start a Special Stage at the time
and in the position allocated to it" and R.Chart 13(r) "Failure to follow the instructions of an
official.”

No Further Action

Reason(s) for this decision:

Following a medical incident on SS1, the decision was made to delay the starting of SS2,
to keep the field together - Mr Shanks. Upon resolution of the SS1 incident and both SS1
and 2 being in a state of stage readiness, Interim cars were dispatched into both SS1 and
2, ready to restart - Interim 1 (Jon Binns/Henry Lothian) into SS2 at 20.47. During this time,
already poor (wet) stage weather conditions continued to deteriorate. Interim 1 cleared
stage and declared a state of stage readiness, with competitors being instructed to restart,
this instruction being given at 21.06. However, the lead competitors including many
experienced competitors and organisers, including Mr Shanks, being aware of RallyFuture
SRSR 11.10.1 ("the 20 minute rule"), given the conditions and cold material (brakes/tyres)
which had , having been stationary for 40 minutes+, refused to start the stage
competitively.

Around the same time, Interim 2 (Jeffrey/Weall) cleared SS1 / arrived at SS2, and
attempted to render assistance in expediting.

Given the confusion, communication issues, and valid safety concerns expressed, it is
decided not to proceed with the default R.25.8.2. penalty of 10 minutes (with potential
extension up to Disqualification), and instead proceed with one of No Further Action.

MEMBER OF
Motorsport UK T: +44(0) 1753 765000
Bicester Mation E: hellog k.
0X27 8FY W: moto




©

DECISION OF THE CLERKS HEARING

The appeal fee is: RETURNED [ | FORFEIT [ ] The licence is: RETAINED [ | ENDORSED ]

The competitor has not made payment at the Event and undertakes to settle the payment to Motorsport UK in

accordance with the regulations.

Yes I:l No D

NAME SIGNATURE

‘ Clerk of the Course signed Richard Crozier Richard M Crozier

Timed at:  08.50 Date: 12 Oct 2024

I, being the Driver / Entrant, acknowledge receipt of the above Clerks Decision:

Name: Signature:

Timed at: Date:

YOU ARE REMINDED OF YOUR RIGHT TO APPEAL

MEMBER OF

Ein



Judge of fact report:

SS2 start line

Car 1 refused to start stage
competitively claiming it would be
dangerous due you cold tyres/
engine.

Even after being asked by myself to
drive through ss2 non competitively
he still wanted to discuss times.

Thanks Robin - Can you confirm it
was only him refusing?

And Neil shanks

Wasn't aware of car 2 saying
anything and Kirsty in car 3 was
pleasant as always

Car 17 pissed off he had to run
through non comp

1 unread message

Neil was very shouty but maybe
understandable. Start line was
chaotic and | probably took charge
from stage commander

ally control on management told inter 2 to wait behind car 17.




Inter 2 completed the run through SS1. Not far past the stop line we joined the queue for
SS2 behind car 17. In the following minutes, there were mixed messages on Mgt and 81
radio but we set off through the cars in an effort to get to the front to possibly lead a
convoy. We got as far as alongside car 4 but could get no further. Robin spend a
considerable time trying to get the front crew(s) to comply. My understanding was that

crews were not happy to start competing without time to warm up but we're unwilling to

go non competitive without knowing what time they might get. The bottom line to my (
mind is that some crews were refusing to follow the instructions of an event official.

What | can't confirm is who those crews were because some were keen to get going.

Robin will write more of his view but that is my piece. The SC was in a difficult position

with no means of communication direct to HQ. The communication chain from SC

through radio car to Ulva control to HQ control to yourself was too long. Marshals were
going along the line of cars giving an instruction but by the time they got to the end, the
message had changed.
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	Date: 11-13 Oct 2024
	DECISION OF THE CLERKS HEARING 1: Mull Car Club
	DECISION OF THE CLERKS HEARING 2: Stage Rally >45 Miles
	Status: Interclub
	Venue Inc Circuit Layout: Isle of Mull
	Permit No: 134202
	undefined: James Ford
	Competition  Entrant Licence No: 214295
	Competition Number in Event: 5
	Issuing ASN If not Motorsport UK 1: Motorsport UK
	Issuing ASN If not Motorsport UK 2: Class 1
	The Clerk heard evidence from the following persons: Co-Driver, Car 5 - Neil Shanks
Driver, Interim 2 - Robin Jeffrey
Navigator, Interim 2 - Peter Weall
Stage Commander, SS2 Loch Tuath - Colin Christie (JOF w.r.t. R.25.8.2.)
Stage Safety Officer, SS2 Loch Tuath - Keith Cowan (JOF w.r.t. R.25.8.2.)
	The Clerks decision is: Following investigation under R.25.8.2. "Refusing to start a Special Stage at the time 
and in the position allocated to it" and R.Chart 13(r) "Failure to follow the instructions of an official."

No Further Action
	Reasons for this decision: Following a medical incident on SS1, the decision was made to delay the starting of SS2, to keep the field together – Mr Shanks confirmed that upon arrival at SS2, competitors were advised by the stage team that it may be some time, but that the intention would be to restart after dispatch of an Interim car. Upon resolution of the SS1 incident and both SS1 and 2 being in a state of stage readiness, Interim cars were dispatched into both SS1 and 2, ready to restart - Interim 1 (Jon Binns/Henry Lothian) into SS2 at 20.47.

During this time, already poor (wet) stage weather conditions continued to deteriorate. Interim 1 cleared stage and declared a state of stage readiness, with competitors being instructed to restart, this instruction being given at 21.06. However, the lead competitors including many experienced competitors and organisers, including Mr Shanks – identified as being one of the main protagonists of discussions among the body of competitors and with the stage team – being aware of RallyFuture SRSR 11.10.1 ("the 20 minute rule"), given the inclement weather conditions and cold material (engines / gearboxes / diffs / brakes / tyres / etc), having been stationary for 40 minutes+, refused to start the stage competitively. [continues]

Around the same time, Interim 2 (Jeffrey/Weall) cleared SS1 / arrived at SS2, and attempted to render assistance in expediting. When it became clear that the 20 minute gap moment had indeed elapsed, even the option to drive the stage non-competitively, with Inter 2 either at the head of the field or behind the crews impacted by the SS1 stoppage (Cars 1-17), was met with yet further resistance, with competitors being unsure of the notional time they would receive (under the new-for-2024 regulation of R.24.5.4.) – resulting in gridlock / stalemate / a “stand off”. Ultimately, after some persuasion, Cars 1-17 traversed SS2 non-competitively, followed by Inter 2, but after a 40+min delay vs the initial instruction to restart, which impacted upon road closure time and resulted in the loss of the stage for later crews.

Mobile communications from the location (Torloisk) were poor, with several attempts from the stage team to reach the Clerk of the Course and Deputy Clerk of the Course direct, and vice versa, failing; meanwhile, attempts to liaise via 81MHz were hampered by SS1 operating on the same. The opinion of the Stage Commander, contrary to the stage readiness opinion of Inter 1, was that the better option was to traverse the stage non-competitively, but this message did not clearly / adequately reach Rally Control.

Given the confusion / general “messiness” of the situation, communication issues, and valid safety concerns expressed, it is decided not to proceed with the default R.25.8.2. 1st offence penalty of 10 minutes (with potential extension up to Disqualification), and instead proceed with one of No Further Action.
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